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1.   GREEN ISSUES AREA FORUM AGENDA ITEMS (PAGES 1 - 4) 
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iv.  Composting, Water butts and Community allotments  -   
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 Breakdown of annual programmes for planned maintenance, street 
lighting and road safety for 2012/13 
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Muswell Hill Area Forum  

 
Propose of the briefing 
Muswell Hill Area Forum will focus on ‘green issues’. There is an agenda which focuses on 
Composting, Water butts and Community allotments. Issues to be covered will include: 
 

– Details of take-up of home composting and what is available from Council. 
– Details of take-up of water butts and what is available from Council. 
– Progress of Community Allotment schemes in the four wards. 

 
Background 
The council is signed up to a scheme, led by Straight plc, which offers compost bins and a 
range of other green products (water butts, wormeries and composting accessories) at reduce 
cost: 
 

– Compost bins are available for £16 plus 5.49 delivery 
– Water butt kits are available for £28.95 (110 litre) 

 
Details can be found on Haringey’s website and the get composting website: 
http://www.haringey.getcomposting.com/ 
 
 
Take up 
The table below shows the total sold in the last year (August to August): 
 

Compost converter (220 litre) 56 

Compost convertor (330 litre) 74 

Mini rain saver water butt kit 24 

Rainsaver water butt kit 10 

Basic womerie 1 

 
 
Further information 
 
Activity with NLWA 
NLWA waste authority ran a compost bin giveaway on 18th of March 2012 – at Community 
Garden in Myddleton Road, N22. Another compost and compost bin giveaway will take place on 
29th September at Restore, Unit 18 Ashley Road Depot between 10-2pm.  
 

Community Allotment Scheme 
Haringey has committed to creating 60 community food growing spaces by 2012, we surpassed 
this in early 2012 and currently have 84. Groups can contact Capital Growth to help start up 
food growing space.  
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Map available at 
http://www.capitalgrowth.org/spaces/?id=&postcode=&borough=13&limit_start=0&submit=submi
t&x=17&y=14 
 
In addition on the website, details are provided for where established spaces require volunteers 
to help etc.  This Saturday – 15th September, there is a capital Growth Edible Open Gardens 
Day.  Nearest in Haringey are 
 

- Greener Minds at Station House, 73C Stapleton Hall Road from 11am to 4pm 
- Castle Climbing Centre Garden, Green Lanes N4 2HA from 11am to 4pm  
- Food from the Sky, Roof of Thornton’s Budgens, Crouch End, 3pm to 6pm.  

 
 
Community Gardens in Muswell Hill Area Forum area 
 
Highgate Primary School 
St Michael’s School  
Jackson’s Lane @ 269a Archway Road  
Fortis Green Community Allotments Trust 
Coldfall Primary School – Fruits for All  
The Meadow Orchard Project  
Rhodes Avenue School 
Highgate wood Secondary School 
Muswell Hill Primary School 
Highgate Synagogue 
Queen’s Wood Organic Garden 
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Purpose: 
This briefing note sets out how the annual programmes for planned 
maintenance; street lighting and road safety have been complied and 
determined.  It also provides details of the breakdown of current planned 
expenditure between the different Area Committees for highways and LIP 
schemes for 12/13.   
 
 
Planned maintenance: roads and footways 
 
The 12/13 programme is based on condition data and site assssements by the 
highways team.  Our condition information is based on independent surveys 
using nationally specified methods to assess condition of roads and footways. 
Only a proportion of the borough is surveyed each year.  
 
Approximately 5-10% of the roads or pavements which the surveys identify as 
in need of maintenance can be completed each year.  
 
This means that we target available funding at the worst roads and pavements.  
 
Whilst condition forms the basis for selection, our assessment also considers 
the usage (traffic and pedestrian volumes).  
 
A “sense check” of the final programme was carried out by site visits by the 
highways management team. 
 
It is worth noting that our current policy on planned footway works is that tarmac 
will be used instead of paving, except in town centres and conservation areas. 
This allows both the capital funding to go further and reduces pressures on the 
highways reactive maintenance budget.  
 
Street Lighting 
 
The 12/13 programme consisted of previously committed works which had been 
delayed plus replacement of some of the cast iron columns in need of 
replacement.  
 
Road Safety 
 
The priority for this programme is determined by the location of accidents which 
have resulted in death or serious injury.  This is against a London-wide picture 
of reduction in serious accidents and an increase in slight accidents.  
 

Muswell Hill, Alexandra, Fortis Green and 
Highgate Area Committee  
Briefing on Highways and Transport 
Programme selection: Item 8 
13 September 2012   
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2 

Each year we compile a list of the accident hotspots and all requests we have 
received for road safety measures. This list is then ranked using criteria relating 
to the number of KSIs in each location. 
 
The draft programme is discussed with the lead member prior to inclusion 
(STWP) in the sustainable transport works plan (STWP). Cabinet approves the 
STWP each year, and includes planned maintenance, street lighting and road 
safety programmes as well as LIP schemes.  The Cabinet Member has the 
authority to approve any variations to the programme.  
 
 
Joan Hancox 
Head of Neighbourhood Services  
 
Appendix 1: Planned expenditure on highways/LIP schemes by Area Committee 12/13 
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